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A merger on Aug 1, 2009 of RSP and Delta Retired Pilots Communication Network 
High Life
For all those who have truly touched the High Life.
To all PCN members,

News Section

Mark’s Remarks:

A few personal remarks:

WOW! Now I truly know what a fire hose feels like.  I apologize that it has taken a few days for this 1st issue, but this transition has come at a busy time in my life.  Also, the transition requires a lot of back office work that I am trying my best to catch up on. A while back there was a TV commercial where a new online startup crew gathered around a monitor as they congratulated each other after their 1st hit came in.  Then the hits began to roll.  A few seconds later (and millions of hits later) they turn to each other with the look that says, “now what?”  Well, as the signups were rolling in (one morning I activated my email and 500 + downloaded)…… I had that feeling. 

Well wishes appreciated:

I have received a ton of well wishes and thank-yous.  I must say, that I feel quite intimidated to live up to expectations.  I would ask for a little leash.  There WILL be some glitches and at first the frequency may suffer.  In time, we will mutually find out if it is all working out.  I will give it my best.  By the way, I could not respond personally to all of you for wishing me well and for this effort’s success.  Thank you all! 
Wife curbs my “Captain” nature:
In my former life with the other web and newsletter efforts that I have done, I occasionally let my opinionated side show.  Naw, couldn’t be you say.  Yes, sadly, it was true.  After delicately discussing this character trait of mine with Barb, she delicately suggested that I become a little less opinionated.  Swallow hard, I will take her advice.  

Hhhmmmmm  Well, this Net is large and filled with a lot of gifted and talented “Captains”  so I will attempt to play FO a bit and be the facilitator in our conversation threads.  You “Captains” (and captain’s wives, wives, family members and F/A’s) will be encouraged to speak your mind.  
I am not David (A “ new era” or a short story?):  
I hope that together we can make this communication net last.  Since the Delta Retired Pilot Communication Network and its master is retiring, as you know David has ask me to succeed him and take up the mantle.  Well, that is a big role to fill and has me a little freaked out.  But the main point is that, while all pilots look alike, I do have a few different personality characteristics from David.  
What I will attempt to maintain:

Here are the items that David did that I will attempt my best to maintain. 
· The “MISCELLANEOUS MESSAGE – MONDAY” (now becoming the “High Life”), 
· periodic News items of import to our community, 
· Death and Illness notices, 
· A PCN web site with important info and links, 
· and some manner of announcing monthly meetings and get-togethers.  
Now, that short list requires a lot of emailing and back office work as you can imagine.  More kudos to David for maintaining that effort for so long.  Another element that David did that will be maintained as rules of engagement; UNLESS MARKED PRIVATE - whatever you send in is subject to sharing.  The PCN will share last names and email addresses if posted.  
Now for a few rules of the road:
In this first High Life, I will try not to spend too much time on changes.  I would rather try to highlight the constants.  But none-the-less there are a few changes that are necessitated by the transition and my personality.  So here is a real short list of some items that I need to bring to your attention:
Sign up required: For any who were not receiving my RSP newsletter, there is a required signup for the PCN.  (RSP’ers, please see email filter paragraph below) This signup is actually required out of the integrity that Dave has.  He will not share his list with anybody, including his selected successor.   Note 1: I have been receiving a high number of multiple signups.  The form is working precisely, but possibly because of the volume you may not have seen the normal “Submission Received” page that you should see after any post or submission.  Wait for it to load. It helps if you submit just one time.  Note 2: Signups have been reduced to a steady flow from a flood.  I am assuming that this process will take a few months to in general complete.  If you have trouble receiving info FROM the net than you can email the problem in.  
Forms for posting introduced: I apologize in advance for this, but the sheer volume of information coming my way has to be efficiently handled.  PLEASE LIMIT YOUR EMAILS TO MY DIRECT EMAIL ADDRESS.   Posting to the PCN by our forms, helps tremendously. If you are posting something that you received in an email, learn the skill of highlighting the text then Control C (Copy) & Control V (Paste) so that you minimize your typing.  Just to give you a heads up, by utilizing multiple email accounts, should I receive volunteer help for segments of the net, I will have the ability to forward or assign emails to another worker bee. See the top line header on any High Life issue with links for the posting forms. Save this page in your favorites or bookmarks: 
http://pcn.homestead.com/Contact.html            
Every Monday becomes periodic: I know, I know, you are used to checking the inbox every Monday.  At some point, I may be able to move to a weekly, but for the time being I will publish a High Life when I have enough “worthy” material and when I can get the mailing out. As mentioned and as evidenced by this email, the “MISCELLANEOUS MESSAGE – MONDAY” will continue with a new name, “High Life.”  While some may think of a particular type of beverage, when the high life is mentioned in the pilot community, I think we all can relate. Look for embedded in the subject line the first letters: “HL001………..” 
Email filters:  Please adjust your filters to accept any email from our domain of @pilotcommunication.net.  The PCN will utilize multiple emails from this domain to take care of business. Note: Receiving the High Life 001 – 1st some of the former subscribers to David’s list have not signed up yet and I will attempt to repeat this email for their benefit.  2nd certain mail servers like AOL , Bellsouth and Earthlink have very tenacious filters.  You must help out with “allowing” emails as friendly from @pilotcommunication.net if you wish to receive them. Thank you.
Web Site is not built yet: Please realize that what you see represent about 2 days of work only and was done in a real hurry.  In order to build a more usable site, it will take some time.   

Note: Personal salutations happened on the RSP, but with the PCN I likely have to let that feather lapse.  

So let’s get started, below is the content of High Life 001:
(Bold Issue sections will be published periodically to highlight and organize our letter (actually to also allow you to skim and go directly to your most interested area). Further, to remind our Net of areas where they can contribute). 

Delta News (Recent stories of interest): Yahoo, AJC
CVG?

Cincinnati hub is shrinking

Delta’s ‘touch decisions’ are having major impact on this community.

By Kelly Yamanouchi

The Atlanta Journal-Constitution

Sunday, August 02, 2009

While Atlanta-based Delta has grown into the largest airline in the world through its merger with Northwest, its presence at one of its longtime hubs has been rapidly shrinking.

Delta’s Cincinnati hub is less than half the size it was four years ago, one of the company’s most dramatic areas of cuts. A major question in the merger was whether it would cut a hub from its combined network, which now includes Delta’s hubs in Atlanta, New York, Salt Lake City and Cincinnati and Northwest’s hubs in Minneapolis-St. Paul, Detroit and Memphis.

Read More: http://www.ajc.com/search/content//printedition/2009/08/02/delta0802.html 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Hub in the Balance
By James Pilcher
jpilcher@enquirer.com 
It's been a wild first two months on the job for new airport chief John Mok.

The top executive at the Cincinnati/Northern Kentucky International Airport has learned that CVG's biggest tenant is cutting yet another 17 percent of its flying in September, continuing a trend that has seen more than half of the airport's flights disappear in the last two years.

He has also seen air cargo carrier DHL restart operations at its hub-and-sort facility, bringing back flights but also complaints over nighttime noise.

Over that period, Mok has been making the rounds, meeting with local business and political leaders as well as with airlines such as Delta Air Lines management.

Last week, the 59-year-old sat down for his first extensive interview since taking over, covering topics such as the future of the Delta hub at CVG, what the local community can do to either build back service or draw competition, and the state of operations at the airport.

Question: Are you concerned that eventually the Delta hub could be in jeopardy?
Answer: Yes.  Read More: http://news.cincinnati.com/article/20090731/BIZ01/908020318 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Ex-airline worker sentenced in JFK drug smuggling
AP - Fri 4:52 pm ET
Other Airline News (Recent stories of interest): 
Saturday, August 1, 2009, 12:05am MDT  |  Modified: Saturday, August 1, 2009, 12:47am 

What they're saying about Southwest's bid for Frontier

Denver Business Journal
Southwest Airlines says it intends to submit a $113.6 million bid to buy Frontier Airlines, which already has a suitor in Republic Airways.

Here's a roundup of comments from investment analysts, industry insiders, journalists and others on the offer.

"United, beware."

-- Ben Mutzabaugh, USA Today.
"Adding Frontier’s profitable routes – and given Southwest's cost advantages – the Budget King may soon become the player of record at an important hub airport."

-- Justin Bachman, Business Week.

Read more: http://denver.bizjournals.com/denver/stories/2009/07/27/daily105.html?ana=yfcpc 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Which way for the airlines? Two directions…take your pick!
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Aug 3, 2009, 9:38 a.m. EST

Airline stocks rise with brighter economic outlook

NEW YORK (MarketWatch) -- Airline stocks were buoyed Monday from optimism in the wider market over an improving economic outlook. At last check, the NYSE Arca Airline Index added 1.3% to 21.35 points with all but one of its 13 components in the green. United parent UAL Corp. rose 1.7% to $4.19, Continental added 2% to $11.39 and Delta was up 1% to $7. Overseas airlines Tam Sa jumped 4% to $12.76 and Gol Linhas rose 4% to $7.72. Trading flat were shares of US Airways . Data released earlier showed purchasing managers' indexes up in China, the U.K. and the euro zone, indicating economic expansion.

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Airline Industry Not Flying High 

by: Robert Herbst August 02, 2009 | about: AAI / ALK / AMR / CAL / DAL / JBLU / LCC / LUV / UAUA     
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Robert Herbst

As an industry, the airlines just can’t seem to fly very high or very far. Last fall when oil prices dropped rapidly it looked promising on the cost side, but revenues soon began falling even faster than the price of fuel and the optimistic outlook, once again, turned negative.The “industry”, for this analysis, considers the largest 9 US airlines: Delta (DAL), American (AMR), United (UAUA), Continental (CAL), Southwest (LUV), USAir (LCC), JetBlue (JBLU), Alaska (ALK) and Air Tran (AAI).
Collectively, these airlines and their affiliate partners carry over 88% of the US domestic market share.
For the recent 2nd quarter, excluding special charges, the airlines noted above lost $959 million on $26.56 billion in revenue. Including special charges, the loss increased to $1.55 billion.
Read More: http://seekingalpha.com/article/153114-airline-industry-not-flying-high?source=yahoo 
Finance Section (section containing items with financial consequence to our group):
FINANCE: CLAIMS/PBGC/HCTC/INSURANCE/PLANNING/TAX/ESTATE
 

Remaining financial items for retirees to watch: 
After Aug 2007 these are retirement items remaining with financial consequence.
 

1. PBGC 2nd look re-calc at qualified annuity benefits - completed 8/24/07
2. PBGC make up lump payment for underpayments since termination:  most reported received 1/31/08
3. Final claim distribution by DAL through BSI - pending (now likely in '09 according to Kight)
4. Class Action suit against DAL concerning 5 yr lookback worth in excess of $100 million - withdrawn
5. Final PBGC re-calc "determination" of qualified annuity (likely after claim stock sale) - pending
6. Pension reinstatement/contibution request by DP3 representing the retired pilots. very long shot....pending
7. Roth IRA creation as per Worker, Retiree, and Employer Recovery Act of 2008 - deadline June 22nd, 2009
Insurance (issues about health, life or disability that are of interest):
Section reserved for future content.

Pension:
Section reserved for future content.

_________________________________________________________________________________
Commercial Section

Investment (Many legitimate firms have helped our group. They are encouraged to apply to run ads or articles here): 
Section reserved for future content.

Travel & Non-Revving (hare a quick reco:
Links to current Non Rev priority categories and Non Rev Baggage Policy – Click here
_________________________________________________________________________________
Life Section
Misc Posts to PCN share a quick reco:

Sample of a couple of many well wishes.  Too many to print. Thanks to all! 
It is a good deal for all Delta pilots and their families that you have stepped up to run the communication net.  Dave did a great job and we know you will also.  Thanks for accepting the position, we look forward to communicating with you.

 

Bill Guy

B777 CLCP ATL/DFW

+++++++++++++

Welcome Mark and thanks for taking up the reins.  We all appreciate what Dave R. did all these years to keep us informed.  We look forward to enjoying your site.

 

Larry Hansen

Human Interest:
Remains of Scott Speicher, Navy pilot shot down in Gulf War, found in Iraq

http://www.nydailynews.com/news/us_world/2009/08/02/2009-08-02_remains_of_scott_speicher_navy_.html

Good Read (Please share a quick reco about a good book you just read):

Good Deal (Share a quick good deal you have found – no commercials here!) Listed on good deal page):

Cell Phone Service Discounts:

From: Neal Waldron
Date: 7/30/2009 10:41:04 PM

Subject: AT&T Wireless Discount

Mark, 

I called AT&T wireless today and inquired about getting the discount.  The customer service agent could not find any information about it; the EIN number did not bring up anything either.  She transferred me to the wireless corporate division, and the customer service rep also could not find anything.  She said to get the "FAN", (Foundation Account Number) and call back.

 

DeltaNet shows Verizon and TMobile under discounts, but not AT&T.  Any further info will be appreciated.

 

I just saw that you are taking over for Dave Roberts.  Dave has done a wonderful job and I am sure you will do the same.  Thanks for voluntering!  It will be a lot of work, but hopefully rewarding too.  Best wishes to you!

 

Neal W.

See Pat’s experience below: 
15% Mobile PHONE Discount ; @ AT&T or Sprint.   
  AT&T need DAL EIN #  58-0218548
Mark: 

I upgraded my AT&T service two weeks ago with an iPhone and also put all my family on an AT&T family plan, but this necessitated a completely new contract and it nullified my previous AT&T DAL company discount.  Sooooo, I went back to the local AT&T store armed with the above EIN # to have my discount reinstated.  Not only did the AT&T store rep not need the EIN # (it's apparently already stored in the company computers...all I had to do was mention Delta Airlines), but the actual discount is now 20% (!!).  He was as surprised as I was! 

Pat Gilmore 

Hangar Flying (Share a bit of ole hangar flying with the net) : 

As a correction to my last RSP I passed on a little unearned credit to my friend, Capt. Scott Hersha. Even so the RV 37 ship formation would have been a fun thing to see. Scott, you’ll be in it next time:  
As to the Human interest story about the formation group of RV's at OSH....  Thanks Kim for the credit, but I can't take any.  In order to participate, you had to attend the practice clinic the weekend before, but unfortunately for me, I had family commitments that weekend(comes first).  I was there on the ground watching and wishing I was with my 'buds', but a new world record was set without me.  A 37 ship close formation is a  new record.  Proximity is measured using video/pictures to verify no one was 'out'. 

Scott Hersha

B767 CVG RET

Humor & Fun (Share some “vulgarity free” humor with the net):
Subject: Put on your thinking cap

 How many can you get right?  
 
 See how you do in placing the states of the United States of America.
 
 All you do is look at the top of the page and drag'n'drop the state where it
 belongs.   Smart map, varies the order of the states' placement with each new
 try!
  It isn't easy mostly  because placing a state in the precise location when it
 as yet has  no  boundaries in place is a bit tricky!  No half credit
 for close but  over  a tad.....      

     http://jimspages.com/States.htm
++++++++++++++++++++++++

Have a smile watching this early Air Force commercial and take note of the annual salary:  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=31WFYdBjQXw 
Mark Sztanyo 
Retired B767 Capt., CVG

Pilot Communication Net
Contact the Net 
 

Life on earth will soon be past, only what's done for Christ will last!
Serving pilots and retirees and their families of the Delta community including original Delta, and former: Northeast, Pan-Am, Western, NWA, Republic, North-Central, Southern Airways, Hughes- Airwest,  and all the Delta Connection carriers.   
 

 ===================
Delta Extra Net Portal -http://dlnet.delta.com/  
Delta Museum & Fly-in information -  http://www.deltamuseum.org 
             Delta Pilots Pension Preservation Committee - http://www.dp3.org 
 Delta Pioneers - http://www.deltapioneersinc.com/ 
 Delta Retiree Connection - http://www.dlretiree.info 
 Delta Retirement Committee -  http://www.dalrc.org/ 
   DAL Pilots DDPSA - http://www.ddpsa.com/
To assure receiving the High Life set spam filters to accept from @pilotcommunication.net.                                               To Unsubscribe simply click and send with unsubscribe in subject line.
