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PilotCommunication.net


A merger on Aug 1, 2009 of RSP and Delta Retired Pilots Communication Network 
High Life
For all Delta people who have truly touched the High Life.
Dear <Salutation:40>,
If you missed the 1st issue - http://pcn.homestead.com/Archive_HL.html
News Section

Mark’s Remarks:   
Hold the applause please:
Subject: APPLAUSE FOR MARK

Mark, Thanks for relieving my old classmate Dave Roberts.  I applaud you for the undertaking.  Glad to see "one of the good guys" stepping up again.  I always enjoyed sharing the cockpit with you-------and your wife's rhubarb pie still rocks!  Bob Slette

I continue to receive a lot of well wishes.  And that is humbling and I thank you.  However, contrary to Bob’s above suggestion, hold the applause please.  Here in Cincy we have a new Reds 3rd baseman, Scott Rolen.  The 1st day in a uniform, before he had done a single solitary thing, one of the announcers boldly announced that this is the greatest 3rd basemen to ever don a Reds uniform.  Could that assessment be a bit premature?  I should say.  
I truly do want to thank you for the well wishes but David Roberts is a hero, and living up to what he has done on behalf of soooo many is a humongous undertaking.  Best foot forward. 
A true fraternity:

As I review and enter signups for the PCN so many great, famous, and infamous leaders from a great company, have come together.  What I am reminded of, is how strong a fraternity this is.  While some of us have been separated from this fraternity by domicile, retirement, or other activities, one thing remains true, there was and is, something that binds us. What is needed, to continue some semblance of this community, is a means.  The PCN is a continuation of what David built and is designed and will evolve to attempt at filling that need.   

2nd Issue items: With the 2nd issue there are a few things that are worth mentioning. The “High Life” letter is only as good as the contributions.  Summer is almost over so as you settle into your fall winter routine, try and find some time to share with the net.
Email Problems: 

Didn’t get the HL001 from @pilotcommunication.net?  Thank you for those who have adjusted your filters.  I am getting a fewer amount of bounced-back emails.  I am asking you to do it on your end though, because servers like bellsouth and others have a far too tenacious and consuming procedure to get on the “friendly” list.  Part of this transition requires some testing and these first few issues also serve to test a number of things. It is possible, though you signed up that the spreadsheet transfer didn’t occur correctly.  It is also possible that the email server dropped a batch, or finally that your spam filters are not adjusted properly to accept @pilotcommunication.net. 
NOW HEAR THIS!!!!
I repeat - spam filters must be adjusted properly to accept any email from --@pilotcommunication.net  The PCN doesn’t have the required time to sign into your servers “friendly” list.  It must be handled on your end!
DUPES - Getting emails TWICE! Please just email misc@pilotcommunication.net with DUPE in subject line and it will fixed.   
Hot Links inside emails:  If you don’t have “live” or hot links inside your emails than you are not receiving html emails.  Time to reset your email client, or to get a new account altogether.  Inside the High Life I will utilize a number of links that have hidden URLs behind them. If you do not have html emails than you will see them as plain text and will be unable to “click” on them. 

Who is invited to Join PCN?  Ans. – All Delta affiliated.
Hi, Dave - quick question for you - saw on Mark's site that he states that only pilots and thier family members are welcome.  I know on your list you had alot of folks that were not pilots, etc.  Is he saying that we are not eligible to be members of his site now?
 
Sabrina 
 
 Thanks Sabrina - Old line:
”The PCN will, however, be a private site.  ONLY pilots and their family members, are welcome.”
New Line - Editor has changed to:   “The PCN will, however, be a private site.  The primary focus of our net will involve pilots and their family members, but all Delta affiliated personnel are welcome.”   Editor note: The PCN Mission statement has been also modified. 
 
Sabrina D. Cornelius
Coordinator / National Account Sales  / 
Delta Air Lines / KLM / Air France
Phone 404-773-7439 / Fax 404-715-4066
sabrina.cornelius@delta.com
Images restricted: 

Salutations – Salutations: When larger spreadsheets of info is imported into a data base many times the wrong salutations like “Dear Edward” when “Ted” would be better.  I know that there are errors and I apologize, but as I mentioned before, please don’t get too hung up on the salutation because as the list grows, that will undoubtedly have to be waived.  
Dinner for David?  

Dave, You are truly a marvelous person. You work on behalf of the Delta pilots is the most significant action of my career. NO ONE is more deserving of recognition as the God-father of the Delta family than you.

Certainly a testimonial dinner or party in your honor is appropriate and I have forwarded this to Mark and DP3.

Best wishes in all you do.

Warmest regards, 

John Morgan, Miami

Editor: Dave is off to vacation soon for some R&R.  Below this insert is an event planned by Capt. George Leatherbury.  I want to thank the Captain for getting the ball rolling on this. Perhaps there will be interest by some for creating a more widely attended affair at a “everyman” budget.  Anyone  interested in  investigating this possibility can pool efforts.  If so, contact the PCN and we can put interested volunteers together in addition to what George has already in the works.  
A Holiday Dinner to Honor Dave Roberts
This year Dave Roberts retires after over a decade of building and maintaining the Retired Pilot Communications Net.  We will honor him at this year’s event.

This is the Summer Announcement of the Annual Retired Pilots’ Holiday Dinner.

It will act as a “Save the Date” notice.  The date will be Sunday evening, December 13th.  The response to this announcement will allow me to judge the size of the room we will need for the event.

This will be the fifth year that we have been at the Vinings Club – last year’s event was attended by 75 retired pilots and guests, and was a blast. 

We have scheduled the Dinner for Sunday evening, December 13th in Vinings, Atlanta at the Vinings Club - Located in the "Overlook" complex just off I-285 on Paces Ferry Road. The dining room of the club has a fabulous view overlooking the city of Atlanta. 
It will be a gourmet 4 course dinner with choice of several entrées. Happy hour will begin at 6:30pm. The cost should be very close to the cost last year – about $110 per person or $220 per couple – that price is all-inclusive.  It will include dinner, bar, parking, tax and tip.  There is no need to send the check now, I will send that request in September.  

 

If you, or a friend, would like to make a reservation please e-mail that request to us at   gleatherbury@peoplepc.com    

 

Looking forward to hearing from you,
 

George and Dee Leatherbury

gleatherbury@peoplepc.com   
Volunteer PCN Coordinators down the road:  PLEASE do not email your credentials or willingness just yet.  I am swamped with the signup procedure.  Down the road I will issue a shout out for those who may help coordinate certain efforts of the PCN.  Just a heads up.  
___________________________________________

Delta News (Recent stories of interest): Yahoo, AJC
Delta will cut more management jobs

Delta Air Lines plans to cut more management, administrative jobs; No word on how many 

· By Harry R. Weber, AP Airlines Writer 

· On Friday August 7, 2009, 4:30 pm EDT 

ATLANTA (AP) -- Delta Air Lines Inc., the world's biggest airline operator, is planning to cut more management and administrative jobs, but isn't saying how many, according to a recorded message and a memo from top executives.

Chief Executive Richard Anderson said in a recorded message to employees Thursday that Delta has seen its revenue stream decline by billions of dollars because of the weak economy and the drop-off in demand for air travel.

Atlanta-based Delta is cutting more capacity and has previously hinted that more frontline employee positions may have to be cut.  Read more: http://finance.yahoo.com/news/Delta-will-cut-more-apf-2401767110.html?x=0&.v=9 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

market pulse

Aug 6, 2009, 1:14 p.m. EST

Delta Air Lines July traffic, capacity fall

Explore related topics

By Wallace Witkowski 
DAL

SAN FRANCISCO (MarketWatch) -- Delta Air Lines Inc. /quotes/comstock/13*!dal/quotes/nls/dal (DAL 7.41, +0.12, +1.65%) said Thursday that July traffic fell 2.5% to 19.52 billion revenue passenger miles from 20.03 billion a year ago. A revenue passenger mile equals one passenger flown one mile. Capacity for July fell 3.6% to 22.27 billion available seat miles from a year ago. Load factor, or the percentage of available seats filled with passengers, for July rose to 87.7% from 86.7% last year. 
Other Airline News (Recent stories of interest): 
UAL moving operations center to downtown Chicago

United Airlines moving operations center from Chicago suburbs to Willis Tower 

· On Thursday August 6, 2009, 5:32 pm EDT

CHICAGO (AP) -- United Airlines said on Thursday it plans to move its operations center from suburban Chicago to the downtown building that until recently was known as the Sears Tower.  Read More: http://finance.yahoo.com/news/UAL-moving-operations-center-apf-1595345784.html?x=0&.v=6 
++++++++++++++++++++++
Airbus fleet:

Thanks to Dick Niefert dneifert@bresnan.net for forwarding this interesting link:
Mark; thought this worth passing around. SCARY---Dick
How new Airbus fleet was dogged by technical problems ending in loss of Air France Flight 447
With its human-proof computer systems, it is the most technically advanced aircraft in the world. 
Full Story:http://www.mailonsunday.co.uk/home/moslive/article-1200132/LIVE-SPECIAL-INVESTIGATION-The-series-mysterious-Airbus-330-accidents-culminating-tragic-loss-Air-France-Flight-447.html
Finance Section (section containing items with financial consequence to our group):
FINANCE: CLAIMS/PBGC/HCTC/INSURANCE/PLANNING/TAX/ESTATE 

Remaining financial items for retirees to watch: 
After Aug 2007 these are retirement items remaining with financial consequence. 

1. PBGC 2nd look re-calc at qualified annuity benefits - completed 8/24/07
2. PBGC make up lump payment for underpayments since termination:  most reported received 1/31/08
3. Final claim distribution by DAL through BSI - pending (now likely in '09 according to Kight)
4. Class Action suit against DAL concerning 5 yr lookback worth in excess of $100 million - withdrawn
5. Final PBGC re-calc "determination" of qualified annuity (likely after claim stock sale) - pending
6. Pension reinstatement/contibution request by DP3 representing the retired pilots. very long shot....pending
7. Roth IRA creation as per Worker, Retiree, and Employer Recovery Act of 2008 - deadline June 22nd, 2009
Insurance (issues about health, life or disability that are of interest):
Section reserved for future content.

Pension:
DP3 to Attend NRLN Fly-In to Washington in mid September
8-1-09
Dear Mark,

We invite you to join your DP3 Trustees in Washington, D.C. on September 15-17 for a fly-in meeting with key congressional leaders and staff members regarding bankruptcy reform and PBGC proposed reforms. The NRLN will be assisting us with briefings to effectively lobby members of congress to prevent the loss of pension benefits during bankruptcy and improve the way the PBGC calculates our benefits.  Read More: http://www.dp3.org/ 

+++++++++++++++

_________________________________________________________________________________
Commercial Section

Investment (Many legitimate firms have helped our group. They are encouraged to apply to run ads or articles here): 
Section reserved for future content.

Travel & Non-Revving (share a quick reco):
_________________________________________________________________________________
Life Section
Cares and Concerns:

Sugery:
Retired Pilot Tom Calvanelli's wife, Vicki (retired Flight Attendant), has asked for our prayers as she undergoes surgery to have a malignant tumor removed from her left leg.  The tumor, which is about the size of a softball, is located on the outside of the thigh.  Surgery is scheduled for Wednesday, August 19th at Kennestone Hospital, Marietta, GA.

A Full nameof ill  2 
Vicki Calvanelli

B Relationship  2 
Pilot family member

C Active Retired  1 
Retired

D Update    1 
1st Notice

E Domicile  1 

ATL

F Description of illness  1 
Surgery for malignant tumor

G Living Spouse  1 
Tom Calvanelli

H Address  1 

300 Lost Creek Drive

I City  1 
Kennesaw

J State  1 
GA

K Zip  1 
30152

L Hospital  1 
Kennestone Hospital in Marietta

O Contact Name  1 
Sue Zino

P Contact Email  1 
vickical@earthlink.net
R Contact Phone  1 
404-408-5894

http://PCN.homestead.com/Illness_Form.html
Misc Posts to PCN :
SignUp Questions:

Mark, I just signed up to get on your news letter.  I am not a pilot, but I did work in pilot scheduling and in Flight Operations for a total of 17 years.

 

I hope it is OK that I signed up, I have been on Dave Roberts mailing list for years.

I am currently retired and one of the Charter Coordinators for Delta.

 

Thanks. 

Phil Couch
Charter Coordinator

Editior: ABSOLUTELY!  Welcome! Pilots predominantly, but ALL DELTA employees and family welcome!  Mission statement has been changed to include that. 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Newsletter comments: No Humor! 

C Email   Desertraat@comcast.net
D Issue Area General

E Comments Dave....many thanks for all you have done for all of us!!  Happy Trails. 

Mike, I'll ask your indulgence if this topic is covered in "Rules of Engagement" that I may have missed....but I wonder if readers can be STRONGLY encouraged NOT to post jokes or political BS.  I'm sure I'm not alone in saying that I receive tons of that from other sources.  I don't care much about reading what anyone's political/religious views are and the fastest way to lose readers, IMHO, is to post same.  Thanks for listening....and best of luck with the new "PCN". I'm looking forward to it. 

Larry Eccard

Santa Fe, NM

BOS/SLC/LAX

Editor: The High Life will attempt to be responsive to the Net’s wishes as I learn them.  The High Life is “sectioned”  if you prefer not to read a section.  Please skip it.  
WebSite comments:

Mark,
I know that you are one busy man these days but I thought you would want to know that your red header does not render  properly with  Firefox, Safari, Opera, or Google Chrome.  In particular, the PCN Mission statement with the navy border overlaps the "Worthy Quotes". 
This is probably because of a bug in Internet Explorer.  Each of the other browsers mentioned does a better job of following standards than does Internet Explorer.  In fact, it is a bug in Internet Explorer that allows the page to look okay.  This is an unfortunate issue that all web developers have to work with and the reason that most of us despise IE.
At one time, developers could assume IE would be the browser, but its market share continues to slip.
"Firefox
  

is quickly gaining ground on Internet Explorer and, hopefully, will one day send IE to the dustbin of history. A milestone along the way is surpassing the 1 billion download mark.  The one billion download mark is likely rather inflated because it includes users downloading multiple copies. That number does not include updates, however.  As it sits, Internet Explorer still holds about 60% market share. Firefox comes in at 31%, and the remaining browsers split up the rest of the pie." That means four out of every 10 browsers are not IE!
If you do a Google search on CSS Box Model Internet Explorer bug and you'll learn more than you ever wanted to know. 
Good luck with your project.  I know that it will be a major undertaking.  Let me know if I can do anything to help. Regards, Dave Davis
Editor: Believe it or not this transition happened rather quickly.  The PCN site was the result of about 2 days of work.  It is a progress….. and improvement suggestions are welcome. 

++++++++++++++++++++++

The Capt’s request for help:

Does anyone have any information on a "deal" that was made with the IRS over the way the Bankruptcy Court ordered payment in 2007 was reported to the IRS?  In my case, it was reported on a W-2 as "cash", when in fact it was a stock distribution which was worth nowhere near the cash value reported as income, on which I had to pay ordinary income tax.  I am now in a dispute with the IRS on taxes owed for this settlement.  Anyone who has any info on how this was reported to or treated by the IRS please let me know. 

Thanks, 

Jerry Battenhouse

<jmbattenhouse@earthlink.net>

Retired 12/1/96

++++++++++++++++++++++

Jesse Bootenhoff    jbootenhof@aol.com
Where and when is the DGWs having there annual party ??

+++++++++++++++++++++
From: George Chaudoin
Date: 8/7/2009 5:44:46 PM

Subject: FAA license online
Don't know if you are aware of this FAA notice.  

 I went on line and created an account. It only takes a few minutes then you can replace your license online.  
http://www.faasafety.gov/SPANS/notices_public.aspx?nid=1784&page=1
Thanks to Dick Deeds for forwarding this info.

Blue Side Up ,  George
+++++++++++++++++++++
Human Interest:
Good Read (Please share a quick reco about a good book you just read):
“Masters of the Air”: (thanks, from my friend Ken)

Mark; 
Greeting from  "Melita" ;  thanks for taking on this big job; it has been a great source of information for all of us retired guys.  I  wouldn't have a clue as to how and set something like this up!!  It takes all my time to play some tennis and golf; and of course we get back to MSU for some football; also both our children are Midwest (IL & Ohio).  Mark, I know you have a special interest in WWII history ;  I am reading "Masters of the Air" (8th AirForce history) by Donald Miller . If you have not read it, I feel you would enjoy the book.
Thanks again, sorry for rambling; that is all you need are lengthy e-mails... Ken Thomas, Retired, Dec 2000
+++++++++++++++++++++++

Thanks to Bill for the following:

Books I've read recently:
 The Associate / John Grisham.
 The scarecrow : a novel / Michael Connelly. 
First family / David Baldacci.
Tsar : a thriller / by Ted Bell.
At first sight : a novel of obsession / Stephen J. Cannell. 
Non-Fiction
 The creature from Jekyll Island : a second look at the Federal Reserve / by G. Edward Giffin.
Bill Rodway
Editor: I like to see a listing of what you read.  But I would ask that contributors zero in on one or two recommendations with a few descriptive words about the book.  Sort of a book promo report.  Thanks, Mark
Event Announcements (Click here for PCN Org & Groups Page):

From: Sue Zino
Date: 08/06/09 19:28:38

To: Delta Clipped Wings
Subject: Delta Employee / Retiree Night at the Woodruff Arts Center August 12

 

Delta Employee Night at the Woodruff August 12
 

As part of Delta's sponsorship of the Woodruff Arts Center in Atlanta, all Delta employees, retirees and their families are invited to enjoy an evening of free entertainment from 5 p.m. to 9 p.m., August 12.  Delta Employee Night will feature special hours at the High Museum of Art, performances by Alliance Theater actors and a special concert by the Grammy-winning Atlanta Symphony Orchestra, all in one location.

 

The High Museum will be open two additional hours, from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m., so Delta visitors can enjoy the Claude Monet's Water Lilies exhibition on loan from the Museum of Modern Art in New York City. 

Alliance Theater performers will present songs and scenes from their upcoming season, including Mulan, Second City and Avenue Q, from 7 p.m. to 8 p.m. And in Symphony Hall, the ASO will present a special concert of audience favorites, including Beethoven, Rossini and Sousa, from 8 p.m. to 9 p.m. 

Families can bring their own picnic and eat in the Piazza outside the High, or food will be for sale, as well as adult beverages, outside and at the Table 1280 restaurant.
+++++++++++++++++++++++++
Mark,
Thanks for taking over the PCN for us.  
Because of too many conflicts the meeting day for the Chicago pilots has been changed and is now the first Tuesday of each month.  As in the past we will be meeting at Mama Rini’s in Crystal Lake.  The entire monthly notice should be as follows:
CRYSTAL LAKE -- Mama Rini's Restaurant. The ORD area retired and active Delta Pilots along with some retired and active Delta Flight Attendants, Gate Agents, Ground Support Personnel, Wives, Family Members, Friends, Camp Followers and People of Interest meet the FIRST TUESDAY OF EVERY MONTH at  09:30 at Mama Rini's for an informal breakfast get together to share information and friendship; 177 W. Virginia Ave, Crystal Lake, about 1 1/2 miles north of the Lake In The Hills Airport at 09:30.  For more information, contact Dick Diller at 815-332-5022 or "rdiller@mchsi.com", or Dave Skjervin at DWSkjerven@aol.com>.  
Dick Diller
Good Deal (Share a quick good deal you have found – no commercials here!) Cell Phone Service Discounts:

More on Cellphone disc:

Wireless discount - thanks for the info. My discount was apparently discontinued some time ago. I used Pat's letter, called AT&T and was told to go to my local AT&T store and they would take care of it. I did as Pat did, only had to show them the info in his letter and my driver's license. The discount was restored and I was told it would be 21%. They charged me $36 for reinstatement, but the young man I dealt with said that when I received my bill with the one-time charge on it, to call Customer Service and they would drop it. Thanks for the help.

ReubenBlack
Hangar Flying (Share a bit of ole hangar flying with the net) : 

Humor & Fun (Share some “vulgarity free” humor with the net):
Thanks John McLaughlin (I like to hunt and love hunt humor – Mark)

jettjock@mindspring.com
I know there are a lot of hunters in the group.....this is one of the funniest things I have seen in years...especially the second one.PETA be dxxned...take a look.   John

 

TURKEY RAP-(HILARIOUS)! 

Be sure to watch both of them.

There are two links below for two different videos. 

These guys have been spending WAY too much time turkey hunting!! 

Make sure to watch the end of 2nd one. 

 

  The Rap  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=26hjrwN_bg4 

 

The Hunt  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uYYuqJNJv-g&NR=1
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

This guy is fabulous with his dogs.   Very enjoyable to watch. Every dog lover will smile. (Thanks Brian)
 

  Click here: Wag Reflex: One Heck of a Dog Trainer  

_____________________________________________________________

Mark Sztanyo 
Retired B767 Capt., CVG

Pilot Communication Net
Contact the Net 
 

Life on earth will soon be past, only what's done for Christ will last!
Serving pilots and retirees and their families of the Delta community including original Delta, and former: Northeast, Pan-Am, Western, NWA, Republic, North-Central, Southern Airways, Hughes- Airwest,  and all the Delta Connection carriers.   
 

 ===================
Delta Extra Net Portal -http://dlnet.delta.com/  
Delta Museum & Fly-in information -  http://www.deltamuseum.org 
             Delta Pilots Pension Preservation Committee - http://www.dp3.org 
 Delta Pioneers - http://www.deltapioneersinc.com/ 
 Delta Retiree Connection - http://www.dlretiree.info 
 Delta Retirement Committee -  http://www.dalrc.org/ 
   DAL Pilots DDPSA - http://www.ddpsa.com/
To assure receiving the High Life set spam filters to accept from @pilotcommunication.net.                                               To Unsubscribe simply click and send with unsubscribe in subject line.
