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Large Web Community for World’s Largest Airline
A merger on Aug 1, 2009 of RSP and Delta Retired Pilots Communication Network 
High Life
For all Delta people who have truly touched the High Life/

Dear PCN,
      Group Section……        
Mark’s Remarks:  
I see a number of signups who may be experiencing problems getting notices.  If you are I wish to fix them.  Yes, the info is published online on “public” pages, but there may be a compelling reason to take our google group private at some point.  If we do, than everyone would have to be a member of the group to see anything.  
Here are some email tips:

Creating a GMAIL account is NOT necessary only a google group “login” which you can use your favorite address. 

IF you do create a new account, make it easy on yourself,  learn how to FORWARD incoming emails from multiple accounts to one. 

Mark’s Tidbits: 
Great Superbowl game! Congrats to the Saints and the Saint fans.  Brees is a class act.  For the Colts that pick-six was the nail.  Entertaining evening and hope you enjoyed it. 
     News Section……
Delta News (Recent stories of interest): Yahoo, AJC
How big is too big for Delta?

Now that it’s the largest carrier, its proposals draw more scrutiny. Proposed pact in Japan lights up critics’ radar.

By Kelly Yamanouchi

The Atlanta Journal-Constitution

Sunday, February 07, 2010

As Delta Air Lines settles into its new role as world’s largest carrier, it is coming up against a critical question: How big is too big?

In recent months, Delta has sought approval for deals with competitors that would expand its market presence in New York, Australia and in Japan —- and in some cases run into significant opposition.

Delta became the world’s biggest airline through its merger with Northwest Airlines, which closed in October 2008 but is still in progress from an operational standpoint.

Before that, Delta had been the No. 3 U.S. airline, with the Southeast as its traditional stronghold. United and American airlines were bigger.

Read More: http://www.ajc.com/search/content//printedition/2010/02/07/bigair02071.html 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++
February 4, 2010
Delta moving international pilots from CVG

By James Pilcher
jpilcher@enquirer.com 
Delta Air Lines officials Thursday scurried to reassure local travelers and officials that the local direct flight to Paris is safe, even though the carrier is moving its international pilots out of the base at the Cincinnati/Northern Kentucky International Airport.

The Atlanta-based carrier is moving 225 locally-based pilots who fly the 216-seat Boeing 767ER to the Pacific Northwest or other Delta hubs to handle current or anticipated new international or Asian flights, according to memos from both the company and the pilot’s union obtained Thursday by The Enquirer. The moves are scheduled to take place in May or early June, according to both memos.

The 767Ers handle Delta’s daily direct flight from Cincinnati to Paris’ Charles de Gaulle International Airport – the only direct European flight that CVG has on its schedule after massive flight reductions at Delta’s hub over the last two years.

But Delta spokeswoman Kristin Baur said that crews and planes from other bases will pick up that flight, and that it is safe.

Read More: http://news.cincinnati.com/article/20100204/BIZ/302040004/Delta+moving+international+pilots+from+CVG 

+++++++++++++++++
Delta Air Lines Reports January Traffic

Press Release Source: Delta Air Lines On Thursday February 4, 2010, 1:58 pm EST 

ATLANTA, Feb. 4 /PRNewswire-FirstCall/ -- Delta Air Lines (NYSE: DAL) today reported traffic results for January 2010.  System traffic in January 2010 decreased 5.0 percent compared to January 2009 on a 5.6 percent decrease in capacity.  Load factor increased 0.5 points to 76.6 percent.

(Logo: http://www.newscom.com/cgi-bin/prnh/20090202/DELTALOGO )

Domestic traffic decreased 2.7 percent year over year on a 1.9 percent decrease in capacity.  Domestic load factor decreased 0.6 points to 75.8 percent.  International traffic decreased 8.3 percent year over year on an 11.0 percent decrease in capacity, and load factor increased 2.3 points to 78.0 percent.  

Detailed traffic and capacity are attached.

Read More: http://finance.yahoo.com/news/Delta-Air-Lines-Reports-prnews-462755665.html?x=0&.v=1 
Other Airline News (Recent stories of interest): 
In a real surprise the new CEO stays with American.

JAL Plans to Stay With American, Report Says

February 8, 2010, 6:29 am 
Japan Airlines will keep its partnership with American Airlines in the Oneworld alliance and end talks with Delta Air Lines and the rival SkyTeam group, The Asahi Shimbun reported.

The two U.S. carriers have been courting Japan Airlines for months with offers of financial aid and close cooperation on international routes, looking to gain access to its vast network in Asia and benefit from the expansion at Tokyo’s Haneda Airport.

JAL had been leaning toward joining hands with Delta before filing for bankruptcy last month and bringing in new management under the auspices of a state-backed fund, the Enterprise Turnaround Initiative Corp. of Japan.

JAL’s new chief executive officer, Kazuo Inamori, and officials of the E.T.I.C. have decided that switching alliances is too risky and could hinder their ability to turn around the airline quickly, the Asahi said.

Read More: http://dealbook.blogs.nytimes.com/2010/02/08/jal-plans-to-stay-with-american-report-says/?partner=yahoofinance 
Finance Section (section containing items with financial consequence to our group):
FINANCE: CLAIMS/PBGC/HCTC/INSURANCE/PLANNING/TAX/ESTATE 

Remaining financial items for retirees to watch: 
After Aug 2007 these are retirement items remaining with financial consequence. 

1. PBGC 2nd look re-calc at qualified annuity benefits - completed 8/24/07
2. PBGC make up lump payment for underpayments since termination:  most reported received 1/31/08
3. Final claim distribution by DAL through BSI - pending (now likely in '10 according to Kight)
4. Class Action suit against DAL concerning 5 yr look-back worth in excess of $100 million - withdrawn
5. Final PBGC re-calc "determination" of qualified annuity (likely after claim stock sale) - pending
6. Pension reinstatement/contribution request by DP3 representing the retired pilots. very long shot....pending
7. Roth IRA creation as per Worker, Retiree, and Employer Recovery Act of 2008 - deadline June 22nd, 2009
8. Expiration of HCTC 80% premium subsidy will expire on December 31, 2010.

The following is an excerpt from a very interesting article.  If you think the banking crisis is over and that things are returning to normalcy, this article challenges that.  The chart I copied shows the extent of the derivative “problem” at the five largest banks.  The numbers are in trillions.  To place a little perspective on them, our govt total 2011 budget is 3.8 trillion, our total govt debt is climbing to 14 trillion.  But our 5 largest banks hold assets (that no one wants to buy making them virtually worthless) worth a whopping 188 trillion! A total of 800 trillion of these bogus American made securities were created.  How does one write down these amounts of assets?    Mark
“What I found was truly appalling. The below data was taken from Table 12 of the OCC’s presentation detailing the derivatives business of five of the nation’s largest FDIC-insured banks [Note: You can find a listing a every OCC quarterly derivatives report since 1995 at the following website: http://www.occ.treas.gov/deriv/deriv.htm ]”:

Q3 2009 Derivative Holdings of Banks (All Figures $ Billions)

	Bank 
	Total Assets
	Total Credit Derivatives
	Total of all Derivatives

	JP Morgan
	1,699
	6,380
	72,591

	Goldman Sachs
	114
	938
	41,033

	BofA
	1,460
	2,011
	38,089

	Citibank
	1,186
	2,507
	29,465

	Wells Fargo
	1,066
	282
	4,192


(Source: OCC)

Read more: http://www.financialsense.com/editorials/powers/2010/0203.html 
Insurance (issues about health, life or disability that are of interest):
Pension:
From: Bob Morrison
Date: 2/3/2010 5:19:20 PM

To: misc@pilotcommunication.net
Subject: IRA Mandatory Distributions

Mark,

In this month's newsletter it was stated that contrary to DCCU information, the IRA Required Mandatory Distribution must be taken by April of the year following the year you turn 70 1/2.

Jim Hourin    jhourin@aol.com
Issue Area General
Comments FYI,
DCCU thinks that if you reach 70 1/2 this year you must take RMD by April 1.  Apparently not so.
When is the deadline for receiving a RMD from an IRA?
Answer - An account owner must take the first RMD for the year in which he or she turns 70 ½. However, the first RMD payment can be delayed until April 1st of the year following the year in which he or she turns 70 ½. For all subsequent years, including the year in which the first RMD was paid by April 1st, the account owner must take the RMD by December 31st of the year.
Just for clarification please pass this along. This statement is correct.  However don't miss the part that states that each subsequent year you must take the RMD by Dec 31.  What this means is that IF you delay that first distribution, you will be taking two distributions in the following calendar year (the year you turn 71 1/2), possibly pushing you into a higher tax bracket for that year.  If you are planning on doing this please consult your tax advisor for further information.

Regards,

Bob Morrison

678-455-7965

morrisonrj@earthlink.net

     Commercial Section……
Investment (Legitimate firms that have helped our groupare encouraged to contact PCN to add articles here): 
Section reserved for future content.

Travel & Non-Revving (share a quick reco):
DLNet/DNN

Baggage Fee Changes**
February 5, 2010

Domestic & International tickets purchased on/after 05FEB10 for travel on/after 05MAR10:
·  2nd Bag for travel between US/Canada and Europe 

· 50/USD/CAD/EUR if prepaid online & 55/USD/CAD/EUR if paid at the airport

· Pet in Cabin 

· 125/USD/CAD/EUR for US/Canada 

· 200/USD/CAD/EUR for International (excluding Asia and Brazil)

· Pet in Hold 

· 200/USD/CAD/EUR for US/Canada 

· 200/USD/CAD/EUR for International (excluding Asia and Brazil) 

· Specialty Items (Antlers, Bike, Surfboard, Scuba & Windsurf) 

· 200/USD/CAD/EUR for US/Canada & International (excluding Asia & Brazil)

· Overweight bags 71-100lbs 

· 450/USD/CAD/EUR for Asia/Middle East/Africa/Australia 

Buddy Pass reminder from 10dec09
https://connect.delta.com/f5-w-687474703a2f2f646c6e65742e64656c74612e636f6d$$/tibadmin/DocumentDownload?docname=human_resources/pass_travel/fact_sheets/article_0049506.pdf

Travel Fees. Starting later in 2010, Buddies will be subject to the same fees that a regular revenue passenger would incur (first and second checked-bag fees, carry-on pet fees, etc.).
++++++++++++++++++++++

DLNet/ DNN
Inventory cutover brings pass travel changes
February 3, 2010
Last weekend’s successful integration of all Delta and Northwest flights into a single reservation system also resulted in nonrevenue travel changes for all employees and retirees.

Starting this week, employees have a consolidated pass travel system with a more streamlined TravelNet home page.

“There’s no need to select a carrier or input a standby code when listing online,” said Charlotte Johnson, general manager-Benefits. “Since all flights now carry the DL code, employees can create a single flight listing for round-trip travel regardless of the destination.”

All nonrev flight listings will be made using Delta flight numbers with Delta standby codes. The standard code for active employees will be S3, and the standard standby code for retirees will be S3B.

In addition, pre-merger Delta Buddy Pass riders now have access to all flights systemwide except embargoed markets listed on the Alerts page. All Buddy Pass tickets and yield fare tickets are paid in advance on TravelNet for all flights, and pre-merger Northwest employees no longer have to use payroll deduction to purchase those tickets.

Separate nonrev standby and airport standby lists now are available for all flights, which allow employees to see which pass riders are actually at the airport intending to travel. Pass riders also have a single set of interline reduced-rate agreements (Zonal Employee Discount, ID-90) and can purchase interline tickets for same-day travel at airport ticket counters or city ticket offices.

The Fly Confirmed for Less discount program is still available. However, Fly Confirmed for Even Less is temporarily unavailable until this spring as the IT team continues to set up the technology to handle this program on the Delta flight system. While online check-in or activation is no longer available for pre-merger Northwest employees, a similar option is under consideration for all employees in the future.

Pass Travel fact sheets on DeltaNet have been updated to reflect the changes.

See Also:
Get more details on Pass Travel site.
   Life Section…
Misc Posts:
Please, please STOP sending death and illness notices. My wife has terminal 
cancer and we find these numerous, daily "updates" exceedingly upsetting. 

kvsdms@aol.com  

Editor: I am very sorry to hear about your wife and hope you both find peace and solace.

You do not have to get those notices whatsoever. 

When I took over for Dave we agreed that all the notices were part of the mix.  HOWEVER, I have set it up for easy customization and have repeatedly told everyone how to easily eliminate the death or illness notices completely and no one seems to listens.  We have segregated emails so as to make the notices from separate departments.  Don’t like or want one of the departments, the subscriber simply blocks it. 
 

Block death@pilotcommunication.net   and illness@pilotcommunication.net and you will be free from all those notices and can view them periodically online at our google group, as they are archived.  If you do not know how to block emails than it is time to ask someone for help on this very basic computing skill.  

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Did you know?   Retiree Service Center will be easier to access
From 2000 to 2006 more adult members used their prescription benefits than ever before, resulting in an annual average increase of five prescriptions per individual.

Source: Geographic Variation in Prescription Utilization study by pharmacy

Find Out Health Advocates can assist you in controlling your costs. 
Click Here for Health Advocate's? News Letter 

Effective mid-February, Health Advocate and other services from The Retiree Service Center at 1-877-325-7265 (1-877-DAL-RC65) will be easier to access.   You will notice that the phone greeting has changed, offering you immediate and direct access to a Personal Health Advocate by pressing "1".  Additionally, the system messages have been shortened, and will now prompt you to punch in numbers rather than asking you to "speak" the option you'd like to access, in response to Member's feedback that the system caused frustration because at times it did not recognize their request.   We hope this will provide a better call experience, and as always we welcome your feedback.
Human Interest: 
Good Read (Good book recommendation & Community Author’s blurbs):
Event Announcements (Click here for PCN Org & Groups Page): to post pcn.calendar@gmail.com 
RE: Georgia Aviation Hall of Fame

Ron Alexander

ralexander@mindspring.com
Issue Area Event

Comments

 

Many of you remember Pat Malone, affectionately known to the Delta pilot group as “mother Malone.” Pat guided Delta pilots through air traffic control procedures and operation specifications for many years.  Pat is being posthumously inducted into the Georgia Aviation Hall of Fame on the evening of Saturday, April 24th.  This is a momentous occasion for all of the people of Delta Air Lines, particularly those of us who are now retired.  We spent many hours under the coaching and instruction of Pat.  Pat also affected a number of other Delta employees including the Delta Pioneers where she served as a past president.

 

The Georgia Aviation Hall of Fame would like to offer all Delta employees and all friends of Pat Malone a special invitation to attend this significant occasion.  The event will be held at the Museum of Aviation located at Robins Air Force Base in Warner Robins.  Tickets for the black tie event are $75 per person.  To purchase your tickets please go to www.gahof.org and click on the banquet menu.  You can also purchase by sending your check payable to Georgia Aviation Hall of Fame, P.O. Box 8427, Warner Robins, GA 31095.  I am hopeful that we will have an outpouring of support for this event in remembrance of Pat and all she did for us through the years.

Good Deal/Bad Deal (Share a quick good deal or bad deal you have found – no commercials here!) 
Hangar Flying (Share a bit of ole hangar flying with the net) : 

Subject: FW: Drunken Plane Thief! 
anyone know this guy.?.and NO its not Jeff!!!
Kim
Kim Frey 
kimfrey23@msn.com 
 

Subject: DRUNKEN PLANE STEALER
There are old pilots and bold pilots but there are not any old bold pilots.
 Hope you can pull this up.

This is a video of a stunt pilot who, in real life, is a Delta Airlines pilot.
    His act at air shows is to pretend that he is a drunken spectator, who rushes from the stands and jumps into a Piper Cub and takes off without any understanding of how to fly a plane.
 The Piper Cub is actually specifically built to withstand an enormous amount of stress and has a very powerful engine.
  
This type of stunt is actually the most dangerous of air show acts, because of the low altitude at which the pilot performs..   Obviously, this pilot possesses unbelievable skill.

http://www.franklinairshow.com/Video/Comedy%202010%20Net.WMV
Must watch this show
++++++++++++++++++++++

[image: image1.png]


From: Lane Browne
Date: 2/1/2010 6:12:15 PM

Subject: The Golden Age of Commercial Aviation

When I was a student pilot, at Southern Illinois University, I was in Alpha Eta Rho. It is an International Aviation Fraternity. AHP are the Greek letters for, "AIR".
Around 1970 we went to a fraternity banquet at, Parks Aviation College, near St. Louis. 
Arthur Godfrey was the guest speaker.
He flew his own Lear Jet to the College airport. I got to meet him there. I remember a cute co-ed walked by and he said, "WOW! Look at that, "de-icer" on the horizon!"
Arthur Godfrey had the distinction of being the oldest Navel Air Cadet to ever get his wings.
He is featured in this You-Tube video, promoting Commercial Aviation in 1953. 
It is amazing, to me, how visionary these pioneer's were.
The flight from "Idlewild", now JFK, to Miami in a Lockheed Constellation, shows a glamorous, golden era in aviation. 
It is classic and technically, very realistic.
I had about 500 hours on a DC-6, in 1978. Those old Pratt and Whitney's brought back fond memories.
It was an experience I wouldn't trade for a million dollars!
(But, I wouldn't do it again for a million dollars either.)
 

Lane 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U6VfkKjlhXs&feature=SeriesPlayList&p=B3C0E63AD13DD99C
Humor/Sobering or Fun (Share some “vulgarity free” humor with the net):
Earl Wycoff    enwycoff42@cox.net
Issue Area Humor

Comments For all the "ROMEO's" out there:

 

A group of 40 year old pilot buddies discuss and discuss where they should meet for dinner.  Finally it is agreed upon that they should meet at the Gausthof zum Lowen restaurant because the waitresses there have low cut blouses and nice breasts.

 

10 years later, at 50 years of age, the group meets again and once again they discuss and discuss where they should meet. Finally it is agreed upon that they should meet at the Gausthof zum Lowen because the food there is very good and the wine selection is good also.

 

10 years later at 60 years of age, the group meets again and once again they discuss and discuss where they should meet. Finally it is agreed upon that they should meet at the Gausthof zum Lowen because they can eat there in peace and quiet and the restaurant is smoke free.

 

10 years later, at 70 years of age, the group meets again and once again they discuss and discuss where they should meet. Finally it is agreed upon that they should meet at the Gausthof zum Lowen because the restaurant is wheel chair accessible and they even have an elevator.

 

10 years later, at 80 years of age, the group meets again and once again they discuss and discuss where they should meet. Finally it is agreed upon that they should meet at the Gausthof zum Lowen because that would be a great idea because they have never been there before.

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
(Thanks Lane)

A six year old goes to the hospital with her grandmother
to visit her Grandpa. When they get to the hospital, she runs 
ahead of her Grandma and bursts into her Grandpa's room ..
"Grandpa, Grandpa," she says excitedly, "As soon as Grandma
comes into the room, make a noise like a frog!"
"What?" said her Grandpa.
"Make a noise like a frog - because Grandma said that as soon
 as you croak, we’re all going to Disney Land !”
_____________________________________________________________

Mark  
Mark Sztanyo, PCN Dir
Pilot Communication Net
Contact the Net 

Life on earth will soon be past, only what's done for Christ will last!
Serving the Delta community, and  pilots (active and retired) and their families, including original Delta, and former: Northeast, Pan-Am, Western, NWA, Republic, North-Central, Southern Airways, Hughes- Airwest,  and all the Delta Connection carriers.   
 

 ===================
Delta Pilots Pension Preservation Organization - http://www.dp3.org 

Delta Museum & Fly-in information -  http://www.deltamuseum.org              
 Delta Pioneers - http://www.deltapioneersinc.com/ 
Delta Golden Wings - http://www.deltagoldenwings.com/ 

Delta Retiree Connection - http://www.dlretiree.info 
 Delta Retirement Committee -  http://www.dalrc.org/ 
   DAL Pilots DDPSA - http://www.ddpsa.com/ 
Delta Extra Net Portal -http://dlnet.delta.com/ 
To assure receiving the High Life set spam filters to accept from @pilotcommunication.net. 
                                             To Unsubscribe simply click and send with unsubscribe in subject line and please help the PCN improve by adding a reason. 
